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far  front  the  latest  top  r 
the- range  BMW  or  a glistening 

!c“"  •*  \ ! 

Smart,  saw  \ and.  p all, 
well  bTx'ftvl  b\  lawyers  their 
ivanovs  o(  tleluve  caravans 
have  descended  on  up  to  Sit 
il  communities  across  Eng 
and  \\  lii'N  \nd  prvtt\ 
vviii  they  could  tv  coining  to  i 

field  near  v ou. 

Jean  will  never  forget  (tie 
first  tone  'tie  set  cv  vs  on  them 
as  'he  done  past  the  pretty 
nieadow  near  her  house  and 
noted  v>  ith  astonishment  that  a 
long  queue  of  caravans 
appeared  to  be  waiting  to  enter 
the  held  At  ASOpm.  just  as  the 
local  counetl  offices  were  dta 
for  the  weekend,  • bulldoj- 
tearing  out  the  hedge 
row  at  one  end  of  the  meadow 
a spot  where  (icppies  and  void 
flowers  grow  in  summer  ami 
ramblers  would  often  slop  to 
sav  our  the  view  of  the  mist  -co\ 
cred  Bredoil  Mill  beyond, 
Within  hours  the  tvxo  acre 
field,  in  the  village  of  Peking- 
ton,  Worcestershire,  was  colo- 
nised by  16  caravans  and  the 
poppies  flattened  beneath 
’ ,000  tonne  , , a al- 

though tlie  sir i • ip  gypsies 
mov  ing  m was  hard  enough  for 
"Jean’  - who  w as  too  afraid  to 
disclose  her  real  name  - it  was 
not  until  the  next  day  that  the 
real  shook  came 

“As  we  were  driving  past  on 
the  Saturday  we  saw  (hat  one 
of  them  had  a BMW  and  he'd 
called  out  the  BMW  garage  to 
fix  his  ear,  she  told  The  Times. 
"These  people  claim  they  need 
to  build  on  the  land  because  of 
human  rights,  but  the  truth  is 
they  ve  more  money  than  1 
have  Thcg  re  not  deprived  — 
just  take  a look  at  the  cars  they 
drive  and  their  caravans  i \ e 
never  sci  n such  nice  caravans 
in  all  my  life." 

Although  their  purchase  of 
the  land  was  legal,  the  camp 
the  gypsies  built  was  in  breach 
of  planning  laws  and 

although  permission  was  subse- 
quently refused  by  Wydiavon 
Distrid  Council,  they  have 
launched  appeals  at  every  stage 
of  the  legal  pnn  ess 
The  sight  of  outsiders  com- 
ing in  and  flouting  planning 
laws  has  been  galling  for  local 
people.  Since  they  arrived  in 
May  the  gypsies  have  defied 
many  of  the  stereotypes  about 
traveller  communities.  Brand- 
new  Volkswagen  Golfs  and 
4x4s  sit  alongside  the  caravans, 
most  of  which  have  satellite 
dishes,  while  each  individual 
plot  has  its  own  varnishet t In  ml 
gate  and  letterbox. 

The  camp  is  not  unlike  a mid- 
dle-class housing  estate:  there 
are  swing-,  and  slides  fur  the 
* Inldren,  and  even  a wooden 
doll's  house  next  to  om- 
caravan;  several  are  surround 
ed  by  ornamental  lanterns 
benches,  neat  gardens  md 
(lower  beds 

I be  lakmgton  story  is  typi- 
cal of  a new  generation  of 
gypsies  sweeping  rural  Britain 


c inn  an  community  t harlotte  Hughes  and  her  five  children  live  on  land  bought  by  gypsies  neat 


villagers  in  New  digale  blocked  off  a field  lo  deter  the  gypsies 

WHERE  THE  GYPSIES  HAVE  LANDED 
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, have  thwarted  on  invasion  hy  buying,  , ibofoio  the  traveller.  ( ,ili  i>tin  ruse  it 


' 'MV  Blair  ark  i low  led;  v,  i , 1 
^ ale  ill  the  problem  this  week 
chi'll  he  told  the  House  ol 
( ominous  that  the  Govern* 
iiK'nl  would  grant  councils  new 

P owm  to  halt  illegal  develop 
rnenls 

"I  hi  \ are  not  traditional  irav 
ellera,  ’ said  Terry  Brownbdl 
co-founder  of  Middle  I mgland 
in  Revolt  .i  group  aimed  at 
lobbying  the  Govern n lent  to  re 
form  its  policies  on  gypsies 
I (ley  air  well  dressed,  well 
heeled  and  quite  often  well 


oiled  I hey  are  the  Gucci 
Gypsies.’  Among  llie  luntlels 
and  villages  of  rural  England, 
fear  is  running  so  high  about 
the  ability  ol  gypsies  lo  snap  up 
land  thal  residents  are  clubbing 
together  to  thwart  I lit  tn  But 
w hile  unused  farmland  used  to 
‘ li  lor  nod  in  nothing,  the  ex 
tra  competition  means  that  the 

1 osl  of  doing  (Ills  IS  shirting  I 
rociilale  mil  i ij  cm 1 1n  it 

Some  observers  believe  III  ii 
9 new  class  ol  gypsy  property 
de.ilei  I;,  emerging  makli 


monev  In  luiv  mg  up  prime  n e 
as  of  farmland  and  tin  i e ising 
ils  value  by  fighting  thrm 
the  eeurls  until  the)  win  restro 
speclive  planning  permission 
It  may  be  too  late  in  I eking 
ton,  but  elsewhere  the  revolt  Is 
gathering  steam.  Despite  nsine 
land  values,  over  the  pasl  week 
alone  residents  in  four  villa 
hav  e mist'd  enougli  nun  lev  lo 
make  sure  that  they  ran  tesisl 
"mv  asion"  by  travellers 
In  New dii tie,  Surrey,  a pile 
oT  concrete  boulders  yesterdav 
blocked  llie  entrance  to  a small 
bold  where  gypsies  had  tlue.it 
ened  lo  move  in.  The  villa; 
problems  began  w hen  the  land 
was  sold  at  a horse  fair  in 
belaud,  apparently  in  return 
lor  a second  hand  car  an,  I i 
-•mall  , minimi  of  cash.  But  de 
spite  selling  for  such  a paltry 
amount,  some  0.3  villagers 
raised  t 50,000  to  buy  I In-  one 
acre  plot  compnred  to  a nur 
ket  price  of  1 i.OOO  tlnn 
rumours  i hat  16  caravans  ware 
waiting  to  roll  on  to  the  land 
In  another  Sut rey  v iltage  \ |j 

gmia  Water , nine  residents 

meed  l MO.UOO  to  step  a one 
ane  held  tailing  into  gypsy 
bands  A group  ol  50  villagers 

stumped  up  £100,000  far  a 
swath  of  land  outside  Market 
1 larborough,  t Leicestershire 
while  in  Kent  40  residents  were 
hl)lm'B  1"  salvage  .1  ileal  hi  ,m 
1 147,001)  lor  ol  ,u  re  pk.t 
m the  hamlet  of  Sole  Street, 
near  Meopham  I lie  real  valui 
uf  the  land  la  | 10,000 

The  lend  between  pypglm 
and  Middle  England  exploded 
last  year  when  800  travellers 

■ i up  vamp  on  the  edge  ol  C ol 
ionium,  t ambri dyes  ni  re  and 
invoked  then  human  rights  q, 
stay  on  the  site  Villagers  were 
so  exasperated  lh.it  |lte\  look 
the  law  mto  their  own  hands 


l eklngton.  hi  \Vorv«’sleis.hjie 

and  stopped  pax  mg  i ooneil  l.o 
I he  \ dingers  elann  ilul  as  we 
e-  settling  illeg.ilh  , (lie  gy  pMf 
who  last  week  won  an  ordl 
preventing  their  ey  rction,  hay 
sparked  a local  vrniie  wav  r 

According  to  Ku  k Bristow 
chairman  of  the  hottenlun 
Residents  Association  si  no 
Britain  accepted  the  l ump 
Convention  on  I lumen  Right: 
m Bios,  ihe  battle  between  lo 
cal  councils  and  gypsies  hot 
swung  in  favour  of  the  gypsies 
"Until  BW4  there  was  istetuto 
r\  duly  on  local  eonnriU  (q  m t 
\ tde  public  sites,  hut  m pm 
that  was  rcpctlod  by  John  Ma 
p’l  s I mv  eminent  and  replacee 
w ith  a discretionary  duty  on  lo 
> al  aul  hunt  ies 

Eoutl  tUtllorities  decided  te 
p'l'oie  u.  hut  m B)98  we  signed 
JJP  1,1  tin*  European  Conven 
bl|i'  on  Human  Rights  and 
lll‘ll  s when  It  started  to  turn 
i lever  law  v ei  s some  of  them 
Signed  up  to  legal  aid.  decided 
w repivscnt  Ihe  travellers  and 

lm°U'd  hunt, , I,  , ; , 

tion  to  defend  them,"  he  said. 

Rut  not  ever  yluuh  hates  the 
gypsies  in  Eckington  they 
b-ue  embarked  on  a cliarin 
offensive  to  show  thal  thev  are 
lu>t  criminals.  They  haw  had 
j'u'  I'-11  lsb  vicar  ruum I,  and  the 
,0fal  primary  school  head 
mi'-iiess  has  written  to  I In  m 
^tVl,,B  that  they  

teaming  through  "cultural 
diversity'  "We’re  not  criminals 
uj  law  breakei  tys  Charlotte 
1 bighjs,  29,  who  Ims  five  chil 
uren,  1 can  l read  \ et y well  but 
I m mil  ashamed  i if  w hi  > I am 


Should  the  Government 
get  tough  on  gypelea? 
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